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Co-Option Form
Thurston Parish Council

Completed forms should be returned to:
The Parish Clerk
Thurston Parish Council
New Green Centre
Thurston IP31 3TG
Or via email: clerk@thurstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Applicants should be aware of the qualifying criteria for holding office:
Unless disqualified, under s.79, Local Government Act 1972 a person is qualified to be elected (or co-opted) to a council if they are a qualifying Commonwealth citizen, or an EU citizen, are 18 years of age or over and:
•	on that day they are and continue to be an elector for the parish; or
•	during the whole of the previous 12 months have occupied as owner/tenant any land or other premises in that area; or
•	their principal or only place of work during that 12 month has been in that area; or
•	has resided in, or within three miles of, the Parish for the past twelve months


	Co-Option Application Form

	1. Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	2. Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	3. Email Address 
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	4. Phone Number
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	5. Please detail any experience you may have that is relevant to the Parish Council (continue onto a separate sheet if necessary)








	Click or tap here to enter text.
	6. Is there any other information you would like to disclose regarding your application (continues onto a separate sheet if necessary)? 




	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Declaration and consent
I confirm that I am not disqualified from being a councillor and meet the criteria under s.79, Local Government Act 1972, as below:
· I am over 18 years of age 

· I am a qualifying commonwealth citizen 

· I meet one or more of the other requirements, as indicated below:
· I am registered as a local government elector for the parish
· I have, during the whole of the twelve months preceding the date of my co-option, occupied, as owner or tenant, land or other premises in the parish
· My principal or only place of work during those twelve months has been in the parish
· I have during the whole of those twelve months resided in or within 3 miles of the parish


	Signature of applicant
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Please note the following which can also be found in the council’s adopted Co-Option Policy

The Parish Council is not obliged to fill any vacancy that has arisen and therefore even if it invites application for co-option, it is not compelled to select anyone from the candidates who apply.

Councillors elected by co-option are full members of the Parish Council.

When applications have been received, the co-option will be placed on the agenda of a suitable meeting of the Parish Council. 

If there are the same number of, or less, eligible candidates than vacancies then the Council simply resolves to co-opt them on to the Council. Where there are more candidates than vacant seats, the Council will select the required number. 

The selection will be an open, fair process with the public present, including candidates unless they choose to leave. 

Each candidate will be given an opportunity to briefly address the Council should they wish. 

All valid applications will be considered, including those of candidates not present.

	Privacy Notice: By signing this form, the applicant agrees to Thurston Parish Council checking all supplied information for the purpose of informing decision making. Personal data will not be disclosed without any prior agreement of those concerned, unless required by law. For further information on the Council’s privacy policy, please visit: https://thurstonparishcouncil.gov.uk/home/privacy 
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