
Produced: 25.09.2025             

THURSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Council Office 
New Green Centre 
Thurston 
IP31 3TG 
Tel: 01359 232854 
e-mail: info@thurstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
website: http://thurstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
Paper submitted by: Mrs V Waples, Clerk to Thurston Parish Council 

 

Thurston Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). 
 

Adopted Vision and Objectives of the 2019 plan for review at the Planning and Infrastructure 
meeting of 29th October 2025. 

 

Challenges for Thurston as stated in the adopted version of 2019 
Overall, the key challenge facing Thurston is to provide appropriate sustainable development 
and an infrastructure that supports it while retaining the quality of current village life. Thurston 
is under continuing pressure that may result in the residents of Thurston living in a non-
sustainable community with severe consequences for their wellbeing, safety and lifestyle. 
 
More specifically, the individual challenges which are part of this are: 
• There is a shortage of certain types of housing in Thurston, particularly for young people 

(who currently often move out of the village to find suitable provision) and older people (who 
need bungalows, houses designed for and suited to their needs, sheltered housing and care 
provision). 

 
• Railway station safety – passengers have to cross the tracks to access the westbound 

platform. The growth in the population will increase passenger numbers and therefore 
increase the risks. There appears to be no ready solution to the problem that is acceptable. 

• A lack of parking serving users of the railway station. 
 
• Roads leading to surrounding villages (in particular Ixworth Road and Norton Road), and 

Bury St Edmunds (Mount Road) are winding and narrow for the traffic carried. 
  
• The narrow road underneath the rail bridge between New Road and Barton Road has 

inadequate pavements, yet is a main route used in the village. 
• Various road junctions either have a significant number of accidents and/or are at capacity. 
 
• Thurston Primary Academy requires expansion to accommodate the planned growth. SCC 

Education Team has identified this as a priority. A preferred site, following the submission 
of two planning applications for a new primary school, has been identified on land north of 
Norton Road (Site A – Figure 13 page 76). 

 
• Thurston Community College serves a wide area, with many children being brought to 

school either by coach or car. This puts additional pressure on the local roads. 
 
• The leisure facilities in Thurston are well used but further provision is needed to support 

growth. 
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VISION FOR THURSTON 2036 as stated in the adopted version of 2019 
In consultation with the community, the established vision for Thurston 2036 is as follows: 
 
A period of rapid expansion in the early part of the Plan period has now seen Thurston transition 
to a slow growth in population supported by well-planned, high-quality housing, business, 
health, education and recreation provision. Infrastructure has been improved, and future 
growth will be planned to ensure a safe and sustainable community. Whilst the village has 
grown a lot, it has not embarked on a slow and steady sprawl towards the edge of Bury St 
Edmunds. New developments have been integrated into the existing fabric of Thurston, rather 
than feeling like ‘bolt-ons’ which are not part of the village. They have been sympathetically 
designed, are of high quality, and are linked to the village by safe roads, cycle routes and 
footpaths, thereby strengthening the appeal of the village and quality of life of its residents. 
Thurston is a Key Service Centre (Core Village) where people can access facilities to meet 
their daily needs without having to travel outside the village. Thurston is a place that sustains 
the vitality, health and wellbeing of the community and permits young people, families, 
disabled, elderly and infirm residents the opportunity of remaining part of it. 
 
New quality and sympathetic housing development has addressed the needs of the local 
community and Thurston remains a popular place in which to live. Small-scale developments, 
including affordable and self-build housing, have continued over the years. In particular, groups 
of new starter homes, family homes and bungalows at various sites have been built, enabling 
young families to find affordable housing locally and older people to down-size. This in turn has 
freed up larger family properties for local families as their needs grow. Thurston housing now 
caters for the full range of needs, allowing people to move homes within the village throughout 
their lives. Sufficient parking and landscaping have been designed in from the outset. 
  
The growth of Thurston has enabled improvements to education and health provision. The 
primary school is on a new, larger site. A well-used and greatly appreciated health centre 
includes GP and dental services, a pharmacy and social care support. Small developments for 
over 50s, where residents benefit from purpose-built housing, sheltered accommodation, a 
well-run nursing home, and social and healthcare services, have proved a great success. 
Superfast broadband is available to all users. 
 
The growth of Thurston village has allowed it to retain a good range of shops and services, 
unlike many other villages. New retail outlets, including eating-places and shops selling 
everyday items, have been located within both existing buildings and on a new development 
on the site of The Granary by the Railway Station. New small-scale commercial units have 
helped to nurture a thriving small business community. New businesses, many of which provide 
local services of value to the community, have steadily sprung up. In general, Thurston is seen 
as a place where small and medium-sized companies can ‘do businesses. The presence of 
the railway station and the proximity to Bury St Edmunds have helped to nurture this progress. 
 
The safety issues associated with the railway station have been addressed, thus better 
facilitating public transport access to and from the village. The improvements to pedestrian and 
cycle routes have meant that parking is no longer a significant issue for the station because 
most people walk and cycle. Improvements have been made to key road junctions and pinch 
points around the village and measures have been implemented to deter speeding traffic. 
 
New sports and leisure facilities and a skate park have been provided mainly through financial 
contributions from development. These provide a wide range of activities that have been 
particularly popular with children and young people: teenagers no longer say, “There’s nothing 
to do in Thurston”. Residents have access to community facilities including a central community 
hub, library, and a variety of local clubs. The health and wellbeing of all residents has been 
enhanced. 
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With retention of central open spaces, access to the countryside has been improved and the 
village has retained a ‘green’ feel despite the new development. The additional area for burials, 
created in 2017, located near the existing churchyard, is a peaceful place and is managed to 
encourage wildlife. Green spaces and trees have been designed into each development 
scheme. Thurston feels like a village knitted together with a network of high-quality open 
spaces and connecting cycleways/ pathways. 
 
The best of Thurston’s historical buildings and spaces of value to the community, along with 
the surrounding countryside, have been protected and enhanced, recognising they are an 
important part of what makes Thurston a special place in which to live. 
 

PLAN OBJECTIVES  
The objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan as identified through engagement with the 
community are as follows: 
 

Spatial Strategy 
S1. To develop and sustain the key service centre status of Thurston by ensuring any 

future development is sustainable and supports a range of employment, services and 
housing. 

 
Housing and Design 

H1. To ensure housing is designed that retains Thurston as a place with a village feel 
rather than that of a town. 

H2. To address the specific housing needs of older people. 
H3. To address the specific housing needs of younger people. 
H4. To provide the infrastructure necessary to ensure that growth is sustainable. 
 

Community Infrastructure 
I1. To ensure adequate provision of community, retail, education and leisure facilities, 

telephony, sewage, and services such as doctors, dentist and family services to 
support the needs of existing and future populations. 

I2. To encourage the uptake of sports/fitness/leisure/ wellbeing activities in the village by 
providing facilities that are open for all to use, including those living and working in 
the wider area. 

 
Movement 

M1. To ensure the road and rail infrastructure serving Thurston is safe and meets the 
needs of the growing population. 

M2. To maximise the potential for the use of sustainable modes of transport, including 
cycling and walking. 

M3. To plan for and adequately mitigate the impact of new development on traffic 
congestion and pedestrian/cyclist safety. 

 
Environment 

E1. To protect and enhance the village character and its environment, together with its 
relationship with the surrounding countryside. 

E2. To protect green spaces of value in and around the village. 
E3. To enhance green space and wildlife provision and minimise light pollution in new 

development. 
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