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THURSTON PARISH COUNCIL  
Minutes 
Minutes of the Thurston Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2 September 2026 in the 
Community Library, Norton Road, Thurston, which commenced at 7pm. 

Present: Cllrs Dashper (in the Chair), Allen, Balaam, Blake, Howard, Marsh, Moy, Morris, Rainbow, 
Smith and West. 

Also in attendance: Mrs Waples, Responsible Financial Officer; Mrs Gladwell, Deputy Clerk; District 
Cllr. Richardson (in part), and one member of the public. 

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 
The Chair formally opened the meeting at 7.00pm and read out the Protocol adopted by the Parish 
Council for reporting at Parish Council Meetings.  

A copy of the Protocol for recording at meetings can be downloaded from the website  

2. APOLOGIES  
a) Council to receive apologies for absence – verified apologies for absence were received 

from Cllrs. Millest and Bond. 
b) Council to consent to accept apologies received - Council resolved to accept the 

apologies submitted. 
c) Council also noted the submission of apologies from Mrs Border, Parish Clerk; District Cllr. 

Bradbury; PCSO Brown and County Cllr. Bentley. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM COUNCILLORS INCLUDING GIFTS 
OF HOSPITALITY EXCEEDING £50 – 
a) To receive declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests; other registerable and non-

registerable interests as detailed in Appendix B of the LGA Model Code of Conduct – there 
were no interests declared for the meeting. 

b) To receive notification of gifts or hospitality exceeding £50 – there were none submitted. 
c) To note the determination of requests for dispensations in accordance with Council’s 

Dispensation Policy – there were none to be reported as having been determined. 

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS: (all as previously circulated): 
a) To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 5 August 

2026  
i. It was resolved to approve the minutes as previously circulated and the Chair 

signed the minutes as a true and accurate record of the proceedings that took 
place. 

5. REPORTS FOR INFORMATION  
a) To receive report as submitted by County Councillor Matt Bentley – Cllr Bentley’s written 

report shared prior to the meeting was taken as read and is available on the meeting’s 
associated documents webpage.  

https://thurstonparishcouncil.gov.uk/assets/Parish-Council/Protocols/Thurston-Protocols-for-Reporting-at-Council-Meetings-2025-26.pdf
https://thurstonparishcouncil.gov.uk/assets/Parish-Council/Agendas-Minutes-and-Associated-Papers/Full-Council-Associated-Papers/3-June-2026/SCC-Cllr-Bentley-May-Report-20260603.pdf
https://thurstonparishcouncil.gov.uk/assets/Parish-Council/Agendas-Minutes-and-Associated-Papers/Full-Council-Associated-Papers/3-June-2026/SCC-Cllr-Bentley-May-Report-20260603.pdf
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b) To receive reports as submitted by District Councillors David Bradbury and Harry Richardson 
– No report was received from Cllr Bradbury. Cllr Richardson’s written report, shared prior to 
the meeting, was taken as read and is available to read on the Parish Council’s associated 
documents page. the following matters were brought to the attention of the meeting.  

i.New refuse collection is settling down and missed collections are less frequent 
with vehicle breakdowns in the extreme weather no longer causing issues. 

ii.The recent council meeting was adjourned as no items on the agenda.  
Cllr. Richardson left the meeting at this point in the agenda. 

6. POLICE MATTERS 
a) To receive a report from PCSO Matt Brown from Stowmarket Community Policy Team (CPT) 

on crimes relating to Thurston for the month of August 2026. PCSO Brown’s written report 
shared prior to the meeting was taken as read and is available to read on the Parish 
Council’s associated documents page. There were twenty-one crimes recorded in the area 
for the month of August.  

b) To consider matters for referral to Stowmarket CPT – there were no matters raised for onward 
referral: 

7. PUBLIC FORUM 
a) To receive comments from members of the public on the agenda submitted – there were no 

comments from members of the public.  
b) To receive comments from members of the public on matters relating to Thurston – there 

were no comments to receive, and the Chair moved to the next item of business. 

8. STATUTORY BUSINESS 

a) In accordance with the Accounts ND Audit Regulations 2015, council is asked to receive and 
note the external auditor report and certificate for the year ending 31 March 2026 - The 
meeting resolved to receive the conclusion of the audit and noted that there were no 
matters which gave cause for concern or required remedial actions. It was noted that the 
external auditors had raised no queries and submitted no requests for further information.  

b) To note that the RFO, in accordance with the above legislation has prepared a Notice of 
conclusion of audit which details the rights of inspection in line with the statutory 
requirements – the meeting noted that the RFO had prepared the “Notice of conclusion of 
audit” in line with the statutory requirements of the public rights of inspection under section 
25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014. 

c) To note that the RFO has published the Notice along with the certified AGAR (Sections 1, 2 
and 3) before 30 September 2026 which includes publication on the parish council’s website 
- Council noted that the official process has been complied with and that in accordance 
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the RFO has advertised the conclusion of the 
audit on the Council operated website and noticeboards. The RFO also confirmed that 
copies of the AGAR are available for purchase by any person on payment of a reasonable 
sum and that Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the published AGAR remain available for public access 
for a period of not less than 5 years from the date of publication (this will be via the website). 

d) To discuss Suffolk County Council (Parish of Thurston) (various roads) (20mph zone and 
revocation) order 202 – The proposed zone extends from Thurston Community College and 
the library in the west to Thurston Church of England Primary Academy in the east. It was 
noted that council had responded to the previous stakeholder consultation for this proposal 
and that the concerns expressed still stand. It was acknowledged that as cul-de-sacs are 
branch roads within the zone these are automatically included. It was agreed that in 

https://thurstonparishcouncil.gov.uk/assets/Parish-Council/Agendas-Minutes-and-Associated-Papers/Full-Council-Associated-Papers/3-June-2026/HR-District-Councillor-May-Report-20260603.pdf
https://thurstonparishcouncil.gov.uk/assets/Parish-Council/Agendas-Minutes-and-Associated-Papers/Full-Council-Associated-Papers/3-June-2026/HR-District-Councillor-May-Report-20260603.pdf
https://thurstonparishcouncil.gov.uk/assets/Parish-Council/Agendas-Minutes-and-Associated-Papers/Full-Council-Associated-Papers/3-June-2026/TPC-PCSO-May-Report-20260603.pdf
https://thurstonparishcouncil.gov.uk/assets/Parish-Council/Agendas-Minutes-and-Associated-Papers/Full-Council-Associated-Papers/3-June-2026/TPC-PCSO-May-Report-20260603.pdf
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principle the council was supportive of the 20mph outside schools and resolved that 
support for the proposal would be re submitted with the suggestion for zones to be extended 
into Sandpit Lane and Station Hill as before. 

9. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES  
a) Planning and Infrastructure committee meeting – the meeting received the draft minutes 

and report from the meeting of 17 August 2026. It was noted that in the absence of the 
consultant members revisited the draft vision statement with suggestions coming forward 
that it should present an ambitious vision whilst being written in a manner that is easily 
understood by the reader. It was agreed that new policies would be reviewed with more 
control taken on their wording and more research be carried out on putting together a list of 
non-designated heritage assets. A housing needs survey will be drafted and consultation 
questions brought together. A minor planning application considered for a housing 
extension was supported and comment on an application for works to a tree subject to a 
TPO requested clarification. 

10. TO CONSIDER MATTERS RELATING TO PLANNING 
a) DC/26/03333 – Section 73 application to vary Condition 2 (restriction on use) of planning 

permission 0412/86 relating to the former poultry building creamery. Location: Manor Farm 
Creamery, Pakenham Road– it was noted that council had submitted comment to a previous 
application for this site and that the concerns expressed were valid and relevant to this 
application. It was resolved to recommend refusal based on the concern that any reuse 
of the building under Class E would increase the volume of traffic and safe access and 
egress has not been addressed. 

b) Land Transfer connected to DC23/02429 – to note that the three parcels of land associated 
with DC23/02429 have been transferred into the ownership of the parish council in 
accordance with the signed s106 and S111 agreements linked to DC/26/02429 – Planning 
permission was granted on 10th July 2026 for a hybrid application, full planning for three 
dwellings on the Norton Road site and outline planning for up to seven dwellings on Barrells 
Road site. As part of the associated Section 106 agreement parcels of land, together with 
relevant planning conditions and obligations, are to be transferred to the parish council for 
community purposes. The meeting resolved to accept the transfer of the following 
parcels of land into their ownership under freehold status: 

• SK395314 – Apple Tree Cottage, The Drift, Thurston, IP31 3RT (whole) 
• SK395312 – The Bungalow, The Drift, Thurston, IP31 3RT (whole) 
• SK40289 – part freehold land being land at Thurston, Bury St Edmunds – land edged 

red but excluding land edged blue 
• SK140500 – freehold land on the west side of Sandpit Lane, Thurston, IP31 3SD to 

include the occupational lease dated 23rd May 1988 
• SK150252 – land on the east side of Manor Farm, Pakenham Road (IP31 3QJ) – land 

edge blue and shaded blue on the plan. 
The meeting further resolved to accept the requirement to comply with all planning 
conditions and S106 and S111 obligations as detailed. 
It was noted that the parish council legal team will now commence the application to 
register the title deeds at HM Land Registry and that the values agreed for each title are 
based on online estimates. 

c) DC/26/03635 – Application for works to tree subject to a Tree Preservation Order MS85/T3 – 
1 Oak: thin crown by 20% and remove damaged branch with fracture projecting towards the 
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garden of No. 23. Location: 22 Heather Close – consideration was given to the comments 
from the Tree Warden and it was resolved to support the application as submitted. 

11. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
a) Recycling facility  

i. Update on potential use for bike surgery equipment and e-bike stSuorage – It was 
noted that no further information had been received regarding this project. 

ii. To consider further options for the facility if the proposal does not proceed - based 
on the above it was agreed consideration of further options be deferred. 

b) To note the tender for the evaluation of recreational and leisure facilities in Thruston was 
sent out to five companies to tender with a closing date of 18 September 2026 – this was 
noted by members.  

12. TO CONSIDER MATTERS RELATING TO FINANCE 
Documents received prior to the meeting and can be found on the Parish Council’s agenda and 
minutes webpage, under associated documents and in appendix B of this document. 

a) To approve the accounts awaiting payment including those coming forth (Paper 1 – 02.09.26) 
- it was resolved that council approve those items as submitted under Paper 1 and as 
detailed in Appendix B, for payment. 

b) To note the accounts paid since the last meeting (Paper 2 - 28.08.26) - the meeting resolved 
to retrospectively approve those payments that had been made away from the meeting 
as detailed under Paper 2 as seen in Appendix B. 

c) To note receipts allocated since the last meeting (Paper 3 - 01.09.26) - Council noted the 
receipt of monies received as identified at Appendix B. 

d) To receive the bank reconciliation for the period ending 31 August 2026 (Paper 4 -) - all noted 
the confirmed bank balances of £1,119,621.81 across all accounts held in the name of the 
Parish Council at the end of August 2026. It was confirmed that Cllr Rainbow as the Council 
appointed Internal Controller had reviewed the bank reconciliations to the end of July 2026. 

e) To receive the statement of accounts for the period ending 31 August 2026 (Paper 5 – 
01.09.26) - The Council resolved to accept the Balance Sheet as of 31 August 2026, 
including total assets of £1,125,324 and nil current liabilities, funded by Working Reserves of 
£12,222, Contingency Reserves of £53,823, Earmarked Reserves of £18,385 and CIL 
Reserves (Restricted) of £1,040,894. 

f) To note the CIL report for August 2026 including nominal sums for potential CIL expenditure 
for the coming year and receipts received (Paper 6 – 27.08.26) – The Council noted the CIL 
report for August 2026 including receipts received to date of £302,637. Confirmed 
expenditure was noted as £73,512 for the year to date with committed expenditure being 
£5,501.  

g) To receive a financial update on the costs relating to the Biodiversity Event Day (Paper 7 – 
28.08.26) – the meeting noted the expenses of £4,853.03 which included the purchase of 
nest boxes and marker pens together with ancillary prizes and activities plus hire of the 
community centre which is funded by income of £5947.00 from business donations, a 
MSDC Pride in Your Place grant and Neighbourhood CIL. An interim balance remaining of 
£1,093.97 is available for the photography competition prizes and exhibition and the install 
of nest boxes.  

h) To approve the insurance renewal quotation for the period commencing 1 October 2026 
(Paper 8) – the meeting confirmed that the RFO has reviewed the current insurance 
arrangements and that employer’s liability insurance is in place, there is an appropriate level  
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of fidelity guarantee insurance and that all cover is risk-based and kept under constant 
review to make sure it adequately reflects changes in circumstances. The renewal 
documents from Zurich for the period commencing 1 October 2026 are found to be accurate 
accounting for amendments to the council’s asset register since 1 April 2026 with a 
premium quoted of £2,327.69. It was resolved that Council renew its insurance policy 
with Zurich Insurance for the forthcoming year at a cost not exceeding £2,327.69 and 
authorises the Responsible Financial Officer to complete all necessary arrangements. 

i) Employment matters relating to members of staff – to note the implementation of the new 
pay scales for the Clerk, RFO, Deputy Clerk, Newsletter Editor, Litter Picker and Village 
Ranger all of whom are employed under National Joint Council for Local Government 
Services (NJC) Contracts (Confidential paper) – following receipt of the paper submitted by 
the RFO, the meeting noted that the Local Government Association (LGA) has announced 
that agreement has been reached on the 2026 pay award for local government employees. 
The new salary award, backdated to 1 April 2026, will be implemented in the September 
payroll for all staff employed under NJC Contracts. It was noted that additional costs to 
cover staffing commitments will be moved from general reserves to ensure the retention of 
the Staff Earmarked Reserve. It was resolved that the Parish Council recognises the 
implementation of the National Salary Award for all staff backdated to 1 April 2026 
noting the impact on both the revised revenue budget (£135,011) and that it resolved to 
approve the use of General Reserves to fund the shortfall (£4,857). It was further 
resolved to authorise the Responsible Financial Officer to complete all necessary 
arrangements for its implementation. 

13. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
a) To report village matters of concern to the Clerk 

• Reports of trespass within Lady Greene Woodland and the levels of debris inside the 
wood causing safety concerns. 

• Dead trees on Thurston Park and suggestions for adopt a tree scheme. 
• Direction signpost at roundabout of Barton Road and Station Hill fallen. 
• Road layout sign adjacent to Marley Close repaired. 
• Pedestrian injury caused by fall between pavement and verge on Station Hill – infill of 

the gap required and consideration of streetlighting at this location. 
b) To receive items for information only from parish council appointed representatives on 

outside bodies/groups 
• Library – no meeting held in August. 
• New Green – no meeting held in August. 
• Cavendish Hall – no meeting in August 

c) To receive reports from councillors on meetings and training events attended – there were 
none to be reported. 

d) Councillors to review the training bulletins as circulated and to advise the Clerk of items of 
interest – all were reminded to review the training bulletins as circulated by the Clerk and 
advise areas of interest. 

14. OFFICER'S REPORT  
a) To receive the reports of items actioned under delegated powers. The following were 

received: 
Clerk – a report from the Clerk confirmed that the following correspondence had been 
actioned on behalf of residents:  fly tipping reports; Anglian Water and SCC Highways 
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reports; Management Companies and housing associations; reports to PCSO Brown and fire 
prevention. Responses had been submitted to planning applications and social media has 
been used to provide updates on relevant topics. Correspondence with local charities 
together with work on advertising for the photography competition and newsletter articles.  
Deputy Clerk: bark calcs and order for Heath Road play area; correspondence with SCC re 
the lighting bollard at Recreation Ground; Quote sourcing for Manor View and tree surveys; 
site visits with SCC community liaison engineer for village entrance gate locations.  
Resolving broken chains on basket swing at New Green; tree warden is actioning the first 
tree surveys. 

b) To receive items of correspondence for noting only and in particular: 
i. Mid Suffolk Town and Parish Council Briefing Notes for August 2026. The 

correspondence was received. 

15. PARISH LIAISON MEETINGS 
a) To receive the notes from the following parish liaison meetings 

i. Vistry Homes – 6 August 2026 – the meeting received the minutes of the liaison 
meeting and a report from the Deputy Clerk which confirmed that the expectation of 
completion of the site remains scheduled for late September with transfers of the 
remaining areas to the Management Company by the end of November.  Self-build 
plots – there is still no interest in the plots – the plots will now be fenced off for 
security and safety. Clarification will be sought as to what happens to these plots 
long term. 
Officers are concerned that there is no plan for how the play area will be managed for 
the 12-month period between issue of a Completion certificate and a Final 
Certificate and Vistry have been asked to clarify how any transfer to the parish 
council will work. It was noted that the EV chargers were not yet commissioned and 
the notice boards were not yet installed, both will be chased. 

b)  To confirm the dates of the next parish liaison meetings  
i. Bloor Homes – 9 September 2026 2pm at Beyton Road Site Office 
ii. Vistry Homes – tbc (post meeting confirmed as 25 September 2026 9am location 

tbc).  

16. INFRASTRUCTURE HIGHWAY MATTERS 
For details of future road closures visit: One.Network road closures website 

17. NEXT MEETINGS 
a) It was confirmed that the next Planning and Infrastructure Committee meeting would be 

held on Wednesday 23 September 2026 at 7.00pm, Thurston Community Library. 
b) The next Environment and Biodiversity Committee meeting be held on Wednesday 30 

September 2026 at 6.00pm, Thurston Community Library. 
c) Open Space & Leisure Committee meeting on Wednesday 30 September 2026 at 8.00pm, 

Thurston Community Library. 
d) Full Council meeting be held on Wednesday 7 October at 7pm, at Thurston Community 

Library. 

https://one.network/
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18. TO RESOLVE THAT UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO 
MEETINGS) ACT 1960, THE PUBLIC BE EXCLUDED FROM THE MEETING 
DUE TO THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE 
DISCUSSED. 
Council resolved to go into camera for the following items on the grounds that matters 
relating to land transactions are commercially sensitive interests of the council.  

a) To receive reports following the transfer connected to DC/23/02429 – Receipt of the reports 
was acknowledged. 

Cllr Blake declared an interest in Agenda item 18bii and took no part in the discussions or 
decision. 

b) Manor View Nature Reserve  
i. To consider and approve the formal allocation of £100,000 Community 

Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding to facilitate the delivery of the Manor View Nature 
Reserve project, including projects such as ecological appraisal, access 
improvements, habitat enhancement and associated works – the meeting resolved 
to allocate £100,000 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding to facilitate 
the delivery of the Manor View Nature Reserve Project. 

ii. To consider the quotations received and appoint a contractor to undertake an 
ecological and management appraisal of the site – following consideration of the 
quotations the meeting resolved to engage James Blake Associates to carry out 
an Ecological Appraisal Survey, Desk study and report together with an 
enhancement and mitigation strategy and production of a Landscape and 
Ecology Management Plan at the quoted price of £5550.00 with an option to 
include BNG baseline survey and habitat map at £750.00. It was noted that 
officers will engage further with James Blake Associates to clarify the scope of the 
contract and the timeline criteria before placing the order. 

iii. To consider granting delegated authority to officers to prepare and submit the 
documentation required to discharge planning and Section 106 obligations, 
including the management plan, gate installation details and footpath details, and to 
obtain the necessary approvals within the required timescales – it was resolved to 
delegate authority to officers to produce the documentation required to 
discharge planning and S106 obligations. It was noted that officers will prepare 
regular reports on progress for council. 

iv. To consider delegating authority to the relevant committee to review ecological and 
management appraisal reports and make recommendations regarding biodiversity 
net gain (BNG) enhancement and future management of the site – it was resolved to 
delegate authority to the Environment & Biodiversity Committee to review any 
ecology reports and make recommendations regarding biodiversity 
enhancement of the site. It was noted that the Open Space and Leisure 
Committee’s remit could also be relevant to this project and the future management 
of the of the site. 

c) Barrell’s Green 
i. To receive a paper from Officers on the work required to bring forward the 

allotments, associated parking spaces, public open spaces and associated planning 
conditions as specified in the planning permission (DC/23/02329) and the signed 
s106 agreement – following consideration of the report outlining the project to bring 
forward allotments, associated parking, public open space and associated planning 
obligations and the indicative costs involved it was resolved to support the 
allocation of CIL funding to a maximum of £300,000 to bring forth the Barrells 
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Green project to incorporate community accessible allotments; community 
recreational facilities; ecological enhancements; appropriate landscape 
enhancement and management; and other community purposes defined within 
planning application DC/23/02439 and the approved section 106 Agreement. The 
council further delegated to the Responsible Financial Officer to seek tenders 
for professional assistance as per the submitted proposal to satisfy the 
planning conditions and s106 obligations (tenders and appropriate 
appointments to be brought before the council at the October meeting) 

d) New Green Community Centre 
i. To receive a paper from Officers as to the Council’s responsibility as Landlord and 

Freeholder of New Green – following consideration of the report outlining the legal, 
financial and operational duties that arise when a parish council holds the freehold 
of a community building and is a landlord, it was resolved to delegate authority to 
officers to seek legal guidance on Council’s Freeholder and Landlord duties 
within the existing Lease and Trust document and to seek to formalise the 
position outlining clear responsibilities. It was noted that legal and health and 
safety obligations as a landlord of a community building mean the parish council has 
a statutory duty of care for certain safety requirements and it was further resolved to 
delegate authority to officers to seek clarity that both the property owner and 
the managing committee are complying with their statutory duties in 
accordance with Health and safety liabilities. 

ii. To receive a paper from Officers to begin discussions of the future use of the building 
and future proofing its purpose as a community hub – it was agreed to defer 
consideration of future use of the building pending confirmation of the legal 
guidance relating to responsibilities. It was agreed that any users of the community 
facility be reassured that the day-to-day management of the building will continue as 
normal. 

19. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING  
a) There being no other business, the meeting was closed at 21.40pm. 
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Appendix A - Glossary of common abbreviations used 
Abbreviation Meaning  
AGAR Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
APM Annual Parish Meeting 
ASB Anti-social Behaviour 
BACS Bankers Automated Clearing Services 
BUAB Built Up Area Boundary 
BMSDC Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
CC Credit Card 
CAS Community Action Suffolk 
CCG   Clinical Commissioning Group 
CEO Chief Executive Officer 
CIL Community Infrastructure Levy 
Cllr. Councillor 
CMP Construction Management Programme 
CPT Community Policing Team 
Cttee.  Committee 
DC Debit Card 
DCLG Department of Communities and Local Government 
DD Direct Debit 
FOI Freedom of Information 
FR Financial Regulations 
GA Greater Anglia 
GPoC General Power of Competence 
HMRC His Majesty’s Revenue and Customs 
HRA Habitats Regulations Assessment 
LGBCE Local Government Boundary Commission for England 
LGA Local Government Association 
LHB Locality Highways Budget 
LPA Local Planning Authority 
MSDC  Mid Suffolk District Council 
NEAP Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play 
NCIL Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy 
NDP Neighbourhood Development Plan 
NP  Neighbourhood Plan 
NR Network Rail 
PC  Parish Council 
PCSO Police Community Support Officer 
Pdf Portable Document Format 
PIIP Parish Infrastructure Investment Plan 
PROW Public Rights of Way 
RFO  Responsible Financial Officer 
SARS Suffolk Accident Rescue Service 
SEA Strategic Environmental Assessment 
SALC Suffolk Association of Local Councils 
SCC  Suffolk County Council 
SDR Sensor Data Record 
SID Speed Indicator Device 
SLA Service Level Agreement 
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SO Standing Order 
SPS Suffolk Preservation Society 
TCC Thurston Community College 
TOR Terms of Reference 
TPO Tree Preservation Order 
TPS Thurston Primary School 
TRO Traffic Regulation Order 
VAS  Vehicle Activated Sign 
VCSE Voluntary, community and social enterprise organisations 
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Appendix B 
Accounts approved for payment 2 September 2026 

 

 

Accounts paid since 1st August 2026 
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Items paid following authorisation at meeting of 5 August 2026 

 

Receipts allocated for August 2026 

 

List of inter account transfers for the month of August 2026 

 

 


